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FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

RICHARDSON HIGHWAY NORTH POLE INTERCHANGE
Project Number ACNH-0A2-4(26) / 62184

Selected Alternative: The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) has selected the Build
Alternative, consisting of the reconstruction of the Richardson Highway to provide an
interchange at Dawson Road. The existing intersections at Fifth Avenue/Mission Road and
Laurance Road will be restricted to right-turn-in and right-turn-out movements, eliminating the
cross highway traffic.

The highway will cross over Dawson Road, providing an unrestricted crossing for local traffic
under the Richardson Highway. Interchange ramp intersections will be controlled by traffic
signals.

To facilitate traffic movement to and from the interchange and the existing road network the
project will include the following:

e The Mistletoe Drive frontage road will be extended from Donner Drive to Dawson Road.

e Dawson Road will be extended to Laurance Road (the name of the extension is Buzby
Road, according to the FNSB Planning Department, this is a correction to the EA).

e Eight-foot wide path on the roadway shoulders of the frontage roads for pedestrians and
bicycles. This will be constructed on the south side of Saint Nicholas Drive between
Santa Claus Lane and Dawson Road and on the north side of Mistletoe Drive between
Dawson Road and Laurance Road.

e A “grade-separated” overpass at Fifth and Mission. (See errata Figure 2.)

e A one-way frontage road between Mission Road and Badger Road.

The last three actions will be deferred to a later date if construction bids exceed the available
funding.

Alternatives Considered: A No-Build Alternative was evaluated to determine what would happen
if no action were taken. The No-Build was not selected, as it did nothing to meet the need for
safety improvements, and failed to respond to the public outcry for this safety project.

Measures to Minimize Harm:

Protection of Wetlands & Executive Order 11990: The project will impact between two and three
acres of wetlands. Avoidance and minimization included steepening slopes and keeping the bike
path on the road shoulder near Chena Slough. Mitigation includes the installation of a large
culvert under Dawson Road to provide additional access or flow in Chena Slough, as requested
by the “Friends of Chena Slough” and agreed to by the US Army Corps of Engineers, the Fish
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and Wildlife Service and the Alaska Department of Natural Resources. The impacted acreage is
less than significant.

Wetland Finding: Based upon the above considerations, it is determined that there is no
practicable alternative to the proposed construction in wetlands and that the proposed action
includes all practicable measures to minimize harm to wetlands which may result from such use.

Noise: ADOT&PF will work with impacted residents to design a noise barrier, providing the
City and Borough requests a barrier in compliance with the ADOT&PF Statewide Noise Policy.
The noise impact is less than substantial with, or without the barriers.

Right-of-Way: 3.78 acres of right-of way will be purchased for the Selected Alternative. 1.05
acres of these were identified following the publication of the EA. The property manager is
willing to sell the additional acreage (See comments, Appendix 1). Acquisition will be in
conformance with the Uniform Act. Impacted acreage is less than significant. There are no
relocations. (See errata Figure 14.)

Floodplain Management & Executive Order 11988: The project is in a flood plain protected by
levee, dike, or other structures of the U.S. Army Chena Flood Control Project regulatory
floodway. The Selected Alternative will have no effect on the regulatory floodway.

Construction of the selected alternative will require the following permits:

e U.S. Army Corps of Engineers wetlands permit authorized under section 404 of the Clean
Water Act.

e Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation State water quality certification
authorized under section 401 of the Clean Water Act.

e U.S. Environmental Protection Agency National Pollution Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES) construction/storm water permit.

e DNR OHMP Title 41 fish passage culvert installation permit.

Special Provisions

ADOT&PF will discuss emergency vehicle gates on Mission and Laurance roads with the North
Pole Police and Fire Department.

Tree clearing along Buzby Road (the extension from Dawson Road to Laurance Road) will be
limited to that needed for the road, and will not include the wider clearing for a

bicycle/pedestrian path until funding allows for its construction.

Construction Environmental Commitments

Historic Preservation: If the contractor discovers any cultural, historic, or archeological
properties during construction, the contractor will immediately cease operations in the area and
notify the Project Engineer. ADOT&PF will protect the discovery site from any further
disturbance and immediately notify the State Historic Preservation Officer. If human remains
are discovered the FHWA will be contacted immediately.
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Wetlands, the contractor will:

Be responsible for permitting contractor-supplied material sources. If material site and
access to material site is not within upland areas the contractor will be required to obtain
appropriate permits.

Clearly mark the project footprint prior to construction and restrict fill and all equipment
operations to within the footprint of the project.

Water Quality, the contractor will:

File a Notice of Intent to EPA to utilize the NPDES General Permit for Alaska and
provide a copy of this Notice of Intent to the Project Engineer.

Develop and implement a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan.

Provide and maintain temporary erosion and sediment control measures.

Limit the disturbed / exposed areas to those necessary to project construction.
Stabilize all disturbed and fill areas to prevent erosion and sedimentation. Increased
water turbidity and sediment in drainage ditches, sloughs, and other wetlands will be
evidence of insufficient stabilization.

Revegetate areas disturbed by the project using seeding standards prescribed for this
project.

Submit a Notice of Termination for the NPDES permit once construction is complete and
the entire project area is stabilized and provide a copy to the Project Engineer.

Construction Impacts, the contractor will:

Submit traffic and dust control plans to the Project Engineer for approval by the
Department.

Work reasonable hours to minimize noise.

Use drip pans during servicing of equipment to prevent oil and hazardous materials from
leaking.

Not use fill materials containing hazardous substances including petroleum fuels.

Not stockpile nor dispose of any material at any site suspected of containing hazardous
substances or petroleum fuels.

Walk the site and remove any evidence of construction activities such as signs, survey
tape and markers, and flagging and collect and dispose of all trash properly upon
completion of the project.

Hazardous Materials and Petroleum:

North Pole Interchange
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No fueling activities are permitted within 200’ of any stream or waterbody and 100 feet
from any wetland areas.

Fuel & lubricants must be stored in double walled tanks, or lined containment berms
greater than 100 feet from any wetland and 200 feet from any stream or waterbody.
Containment must be a capacity at least 10% greater than total volume of material stored
within the containment.

Fuel, lubricants, or other hazardous substances will not be stored within a floodplain or
wetland area.

Hazardous materials use, storage, and waste disposal will be in accordance with all state
and federal regulations. The contractor needs to plan for and make arrangements to




properly use hazardous and special wastes, including wastes such as used oil, batteries,
used lubricants, solvents, paints, or other forms of hazardous and special wastes. The
contractor will submit a hazardous material control plan to the Project Engineer.

Clean up, containment, and restoration activities will be in accordance with state and
federal regulations and the Project Engineer will be notified of these activities. Spill
response equipment and supplies will be available on site for the cleanup and
containment of petroleum product leaks and spills. The Project Engineer will be notified
immediately of any release, or discovery of petroleum products, hazardous materials, or
wastes.

Public Hearing Summary: Public notices for the Environmental Assessment public hearing

include the following:

1,800 notices were mailed to residents and businesses on either side of the project
corridor. The Fairbanks North Star Borough provided addresses.

The City of North Pole newsletter announced the meeting.

Inserts announcing the meeting were included in all City of North Pole utility bills.
Copies of the EA were sent to resource agencies with a request for comments.

Copies of the EA were provided to cooperating entities including the Fairbanks North
Star Borough and the City of North Pole.

A display advertisement was run in the Fairbanks Daily News Miner announcing the
hearing and availability of the EA on June 24 and June 27, 2004.

Copies of the EA were available at the hearing and provided on request.

The hearing was held on July 14, 2004 in the North Pole City Council Chambers. The project
team explained walk-through displays including: ADOT&PF Design, Environmental, and right-
of-way; Fairbanks North Star Borough Planning; and the City of North Pole Mayor and

Officials. Fifty-eight people signed in at the meeting, comment sheets were filled out by twenty
people, a recorder was available for those wishing to make a recorded comment, and ADOT&PF
staff took notes of general comments. Four e-mails and six letters were received. (See Appendix

1).

Comments and ADOT&PF responses included:

Build as soon as possible to save lives and property.

o Response: This is a priority one project.

Accommodate bike and pedestrians.
o Response: The shoulders of the new roads will serve as pedestrian/bicycle
pathways, and additional or wider features will be added as funding allows.
Reduce right-of-way impacts to resident’s homes and yards.
o Response: Several eliminated alternatives required more property acquisition.
Don’t put in sidewalks if they take property from St. Nicholas Catholic Church.

o Response: Preliminary survey information indicates sufficient width between St.
Nicholas Catholic Church parking lot and the existing right-of-way to widen the
shoulder for pedestrians or bicycles without acquiring land from the church.

Dawson Road will interfere with homeowners the least.

o Response: In response to public comments, we adjusted the project to minimize

impacts.
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e Sorely needed.
o Response: Public comments have helped identify issues and solutions.
e Improves access to land between Richardson Highway and Laurance Rd.
o Response: Correct.
¢ Add enhancements or beautification efforts at Dawson Road crossing of Chena Slough.
o Response: We will add a large culvert where Dawson Road crosses Chena
Slough.
e Signage will be needed to direct people to St. Nicholas and Mistletoe Drive businesses.
o Response: We expect to have signage at the usual spacing before the Dawson and
Badger Interchanges.
e Install traffic lights instead of the interchange.
o Response: Traffic analysis indicated that lights would increase severe rear end
high-speed accidents.
e Lower speed limits on the Richardson Highway.
o Response: Reduced speed limits are not consistent with the corridor
reconnaissance study.
e An interchange is too expensive.
o Response: The funding was approved in a statewide bond election.
e Closing access from highway will impede emergency response.
o Response: ADOT&PF will look into emergency-vehicle-operable gates or
mechanisms that will allow emergency vehicles to cross the Fifth Avenue and
Mission Road intersection, but would not allow non-emergency vehicles to cross.
The volunteer fire department has written in support of the preferred alternative.
The North Pole Fire Department expressed the increased response time concern at
the hearing.
e Need to review emergency vehicle access for Mission and Laurance Roads, closing
access across the highway will impede emergency response.
o Response: We will discuss options with the North Pole Fire and Police during the
design phase.
e Increased traffic on collector streets.
o Response: We passed on concerns about area roads to the DOT&PF and Borough
planners.
e Want to see an interchange at Laurance Road and the Richardson Highway.
o Response: The proposal does not preclude an interchange at Laurance Road at
some future date.
e Enterprise Park Subdivision will be affected by construction phase and subjected to
greater noise and increases in traffic volume and pollution after its completion.
o Response: A noise barrier is proposed on the northbound off-ramp to Dawson
Road. The FNSB will request the wall be built, providing residents want it. The
noise increase will be less than substantial with or without the wall. Traffic will
increase on the frontage roads, but not to an unacceptable level by 2035. The
subdivision is outside the North Pole Air Quality non-attainment area, and the
project is projected to substantially reduce idling time and delays for vehicles
turning left or crossing the Richardson Highway, so a net improvement in air
quality is expected.
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e The proposed Dawson Interchange doesn’t route traffic to where people want to go,
including the schools and North Pole businesses.

o Response: School busses will no longer make the dangerous cross-highway
movement to get to school. School busses and other vehicles will have a safer
route with the construction of the project.

e Drastic reduction in aesthetic value of property bordering Dawson Road extension,
Buzby Road.

o Response: Increased access generally increases property value. Tree clearing
along Buzby Road (the extension from Dawson Road to Laurance Road) will be
limited to that needed for the road, and will not include the wider clearing for a
bicycle/pedestrian path until funding allows for its construction.

e Increased traffic hazard on Laurance at Dawson Road/Buzby intersection due to north
bound tanker traffic; this intersection needs a traffic light.

o Response: Traffic lights are not warranted at this intersection, stop signs are
sufficient through 2035.

e Environmental impact to slough and brooding waterfowl.

o Response: There will be a loss of approximately 0.3 acres of relatively low value
wetlands.

e Move up the timetable so the project could be completed sooner and protect more people.

o Response: It is a priority one project.

e Elevate the Richardson Highway from Laurance Road to Badger Road, with exits at
Laurance, Dawson, and Fifth Avenue.

o Response: This project does not preclude an interchange at Laurance, should
traffic or conditions warrant in the future. An interchange was considered at
Mission and Fifth Avenue but it is too close to the Badger Interchange to allow
for safe movements of vehicles entering and exiting the two interchanges.

e Loss of left turns across Richardson Highway will cause adverse travel for customers and
will force NAPA store to move to a new location, negatively impacting the lessor and the
lessee.

o Response: Completing the frontage road system past NAPA to Dawson Road
should give customers a safe route to the businesses along Mistletoe Drive.

e Better routing of traffic needed to prevent delays during construction, perhaps less rush-
hour construction and more night and slow traffic hours.

o Response: A traffic control plan will be developed by the contractor and approved
by ADOT&PF prior to construction.

e Large increase in traffic flow to collectors, especially Conifer Drive, due to convenience
for through-passers who desire to avoid Newby Road.

o Response: ADOT&PF passed these concerns on to the Fairbanks North Star
Borough Planners and the ADOT&PF planners.

e Oversize refinery traffic and double-tanker trucks need to be accommodated in the new
Dawson Interchange.

o Response: The interchange and right-turn on and off ramps will be designed to
accommodate the refinery traffic.

e Access roads on each side of the Richardson Highway will increase the value of
commercial property.

o Response: Thanks for the comment.

North Pole Interchange 8
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¢ What about hazardous materials associated with the old log building that was once a gas
station at the corner of St. Nicholas and Fifth Ave?

o Response: Our environmental site assessment identified the site, however, the
selected alternative does not impact this site.

e Pleased to note that the latest revision of the Dawson Interchange will not impact homes
just north of Mistletoe Drive.

o Response: Thanks for the comment, We heard concerns from earlier conceptual
designs and have modified the selected alternative to avoid such impacts.

e Concerned about increased traffic on Mistletoe Drive.

o Response: Traffic will increase, but not to an unacceptable level by 2035.

e Please allow for pedestrians and bicycles, especially for the connection to Laurance
Road.

o Response: We will provide bike paths and pedestrian walkways as funding
allows.

e Upgrade Hurst & Nelson because they are very narrow and there may be increased traffic
with the proposed access changes to Chena Lakes Recreation Area.

o Response: ADOT&PF design passed these concerns on to the Fairbanks North
Star Borough Planners and the ADOT&PF planners.

e Airmen and workers at Eielson Air Force Base will have longer travel due to the loss of
left turns across the Richardson Highway.

o Response: Yes, but they will be much safer in their travel without the need to
make dangerous crossings of high-speed traffic.

e The extension of Dawson Road to Laurance has had a name change approved by the
Borough; the extension is now Buzby Road from the intersection at St. Nicholas Drive to
Laurance Road.

o Response: Fairbanks North Star Borough Planning Section concurs that the
petition to change the name to Buzby includes the road’s extension from Laurance
Road all of the way to St. Nicholas. We will use “Buzby Road” in our design
drawings and final street signage.

The FHWA has determined that the Build Alternative selected in this decision will have no
significant impact on the human environment. This FONSI is based on the attached EA, which
has been independently evaluated by the FHWA and determined to adequately and accurately
discuss the need, environmental issues, and impacts of the proposed project and appropriate
mitigation measures. It provides sufficient evidence and analysis for determining that an EIS is
not required. The FHWA takes full responsibility for the accuracy, scope, and content of the
attached EA.

(e )//éwaem W/{RO&%

Edrie Vinson, Environmental Project Manager v
for FHWA Date
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Certification of Public Hearing

I hereby certify that the Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities has held a
public hearing for Richardson Highway North Pole Interchange, Project IM-0A2-4(26)/62184, in
accordance with Title 23 of the United States Code of Federal Regulations, and that all relevant
laws and regulations regarding public involvement have been followed.

A public hearing was help in North Pole on July 14, 2004. The Department has considered and
weighed the public’s comments, and the social, economic and environmental effects of the
proposed project. ADOT&PF have taken into consideration the proposed projects consistency
with the goals and objectives of the North Pole Community.

M‘m Wishs

David T. Bloom, P.E. Date
Preconstruction Engineer

Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities

Northern Region




Sponsored by: Mayor Jacobson
Introduced and Adopted: September 7, 2004

CITY OF NORTH POLE
RESOLUTION 04-27

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE RICHARDSON
HIGHWAY NORTH POLE INTERCHANGE

WHEREAS, the City of North Pole is very concerned about traffic and pedestrian safety and
traffic flow on the Richardson Highway and its existing uncontrolled access; and

WHEREAS, the current traffic pattern configuration of at grade road crossings on the
Richardson Highway between Badger Road and Laurence Road results in numerous accidents

each year; and

WHEREAS, the Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities is working to
address these safety issues with the Richardson Highway North Pole Interchange and; and

WHEREAS, numerous alternatives were considered but only four alternatives were advanced to
address the traffic safety and traffic flow issues on the Richardson Highway: no improvements,
Dawson “A” Interchange, Dawson “B” Interchange or the 8" Avenue Interchange; and

WHEREAS, after several houses on the project, the Alaska Department of Transportation and
Public Facilities is recommending the Dawson Road “A” Interchange as the preferred
alternative; and

WHEREAS, the City of North Pole agrees that this project will enhance our community by
improving the safety for our motorists and pedestrians by providing safer access on and off the
Richardson Highway and by reducing vehicles delays and improving air quality; and

WHEREAS, the City of North Pole firmly believes that improving safety for motorists and
pedestrians is paramount, and as more traffic is diverted on Mistletoe Drive and St. Nicholas
Drive, paths for bicycles and pedestrians are essential.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the North Pole City Council hereby concurs with the
preferred alternative, Dawson Road “A” Interchange insomuch that paths for bicycles and
pedestrians on Mistletoe Drive, St. Nicholas Drive and paralleling Dawson Road between the
Richardson Highway and Laurence Road are included in this first phase of construction.

Passed and approved by a duly constituted quorum of the North Pole City Council on
September 7, 2004.
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
STATE OF ALASKA SS
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Before me, the undersigned, a notary public, this day
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Advertising Clerk of the Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, a
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States Postal Service, (v) not published primarily to
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OPEN HOUSE

Richardson Highway
North Pole Interchange Project

July 14, 2004 — Wednesday
4-7 pm
North Pole City Hall
125 Snowman Lane
North Pole, AK

The Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities announces the
availability of the Environmental Assessment (EA) and a Public Hearing (Open
House) for the Richardson Highway North Pole Interchange project. The proposed

project includes:
e Construction of an interchange at Dawson Road
e Extension of Dawson Road South to Laurance Road
e Connection of Mistletoe Drive (Mission-Dawson)
e Closure of 5*/Mission and Laurance Road to Cross-Traffic

and Left-Turns on the Richardson Highway
e Permitted Right Turn In and Out at 5"/Mission and Laurance Road

The Environmental Assessment is available online at
www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/projectinfo/project_pages/north_pole_int
or by contacting:

Janet Brown, P.E., Engineering Manager
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities
2301 Peger Road
Fairbanks, AK 99709-5316
Telephone: (907) 451-2283
Fax: (907) 451-5126
TDD: (907) 451-2363
Email address: janet brown@dot.state.ak.us

You may send comments via letter, email, telephone, or fax until July 26, 2004.

Notice of Wetland Involvement, Executive Order 11990

If you are a person with a disability and you need special accommodations to
participate in this meeting, please contact the Project Manager.




A

Richardson Highway North Pole Interchange Project

OPEN HOUSE
Wednesday, July 14, 2004
' 4-7pm
North Pole City Hall -
The Alaska Department of Transportation &nd PublicFacilities announces the availability of the
Environmental Assessment (EA) and a Publ'ig, Hearing (Open House) for the Richardson High-
way North Pole interchange project.

, The Environmerital Assessment is available onlinéat -
“www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/projecinfo/project _pages/north_pole_int

- . or by contacting:

Janet Brown, P.E., Telephone: (907) 451-2283

Engineering Manager Fax: (907) 451-5126
- DOT&PF -~ TDD: (907) 451-2363
2301 Peger Road janet_brown@dot.state.ak.us

Fairbanks, AK 99709-5316

You may send comments via letter, email, telephone, or fax by July 26, 2004.

If you are a person with a disability and you need special accommodations to participate
in this meeting, please contact the Engineering Manager.
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Michael and Abby Spinello

3325 Liberty Court
North Pole, AK 99705
July 25, 2004
Janet Brown, P.E.
Project Manager
State of Alaska DOT and PF
2301 Peger Road

Fairbanks, AK 99709
Dear Ms. Brown:

Thank you for your continued help in explaining the Richardson Highway North
Pole Interchange Project. We continue to view this proposed project as unnecessary and
support the “no-build” alternative. It seems to us that one of the biggest motivators for
this project is the need to spend highway funding in the Interior so the money is not lost
to another area in Alaska.

As residents of a neighborhood who will be affected by the construction phase of
the project and subjected to greater noise and increases in traffic volume and pollution
after its completion, we cannot view this project as an improvement. We continue to
question the long-held objective to transform the Richardson Highway to a fully
controlled access freeway considering the number of existing at-grade road and rail
crossings which will likely be in place for years to come.

We have noted that some modifications to the project have been made based on
comments submitted by the public. We appreciate the opportunity to provide input but
continue to believe that the “no-build” alternative is in the best interests of the residents
and businesses in our community.

Sincerely, )
Michael and Abby Spinello v -
(907) 488-4900 RE CEIVED

g 28
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July 25, 2004

Janet Brown, P.E.

Project Manager

State of Alaska DOT and PF
2301 Peger Road
Fairbanks, AK 99709

Dear Ms. Brown:

v

Thank you for your continued help in explaining the Richardson Highway North
Pole Interchange Project. We continue to view this proposed project as unnecessary and
support the “no-build” alternative. It seems to us that one of the biggest motivators for
this project is the need to spend highway funding in the Interior so the money is not lost
to another area in Alaska.

As residents of a neighborhood who will be affected by the construction phase of
the project and subjected to greater noise and increases in traffic volume and pollution
after its completion, we cannot view this project as an improvement. We continue to
question the long-held objective to transform the Richardson Highway to a fully
controlled access freeway considering the number of existing at-grade road and rail
crossings which will likely be in place for years to come.

We have noted that some modifications to the project have been made based on
comments submitted by the public. We appreciate the opportunity to provide input but
continue to believe that the “no-build” alternative is in the best interests of the residents

and businesses in our community.

Sincerely,

Michael and Abby Spinello
(907) 488-4900




Public Hearing (Open House)
Richardson Highway North Pole Interchange
Project ACNH-0A2-4(26)/62184

We welcome any written input and ideas from the public. Thank you for taking
the time to be involved.
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For further information, please contact Janet Brown, P.E., Engineering Mgr., at (907) 451-2283 or email:
janet_ brown@dot.state.ak.us. To correspond by text telephone (TDD), call (907) 45 1-2363.
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For further information, please contact Janet Brown, P.E., Engineering Mgr., at (907) 451 -2283 or email:

]anet brawn@dot.state.ak us. To corresf% text telephone (TDD) call (907) 451-2363 w W




: Public Hearing (Open House) - BT JE
Richardson Highway North Pole Interchange 5 '
Project ACNH-0A2-4(26)/62184 o ed e

- | | envingam
We welcome any written input and ideas from the public. Thamwl
" the time to be involved. :

NAME: /77,/\,0 /(//4/7 Crra 7

MAILING ADDRESS: fo 3,5 cso4'7 Weyrte Lrle Ak 29795 ~0c¥1 |
EMAIL ADDRESS: a,éllﬂnem.czn C_acy alaska .12 T :
COMMENTS:

Ufy;/ ibe I,yufp;yv/' LUIC'A ‘ z’[te P pé)e.r‘f(ahalf.f'u7 é{b ’Z‘Lv [ rd EN,//cc{fd‘
e Pl (Kuo iAchge ¥ Cowcevns Huriig therr l/q'é (e presoutslasr,

T ftee rhe cusrear Bedd Alrcvsazive _eth o e excrpflacus .  Oue

/\S & . o Wl Leoc pe by Tomre 7%.4/;’ coylod Lw Mpw.«,('d.',/ se e
V@c 7' ect _r ould Le cee Ae el SoOoves To :Q_c!fﬁ(; //.;/ gre Fee -+~
puere [feofle, ' ,

I am__concern ek _abeat cle feck S Goess for _che Chetgeacy
cpvviers  To Ve;'/ahc’( (i a __Pdicic jerowage & booices _off o '
Wz e fld, One Crtrevspacy _LCHe Sect  plowsr s I00IE Lrevicy
arcund &L NuRS 7T wey 2% //61(‘5"’6‘:( ey p(orooz A sreke £ & et -

Tt weuld Sers ?%-Z‘Pad’zéi?f a 2 laue Sereice voad QPNM
/) )is€s0a % LFaddgre w cqlel __be [oesT ex geusic Phee _au
Juerpess g ,ﬂrawo?’ﬁ _a %Lw/{er Aoalr fee L pr peckedes,

b rhen _a  SookER _Bald OliTe ¥ trsyeys Peclser Cowvin A
T /tér “/A 7 f Llc;l/( _S‘("p@ .’ ) : ’

God Jul DRI

For further 'mf{;rmation, please contact Janet Brown, P.E., Engineering Mgr., at (907) 45 1-2283 or email:
janet_brown@lot.state.ak.us. To correspond by text telephone (TDD), call (907) 451-2363.
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We welcome any written input and ideas from the public. Thank you for taking
the time to be involved.
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For further information, please contact Janet Brown, P.E., Engineering Mgr., at (907) 451-2283 or email:
janet_brown@dot.state.ak.us. To correspond by text telephone (T DD), call (907) 451-2363.
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Por {urlher information, please contact Janet Brown, P.E., Engineering Mgt., at (907) 451 ;26?;83 ot email’
janet_brown@dot.state.ak.us. TO correspond by text telephone (TDD), call (907) 451-2363.
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For further information, please contact Janet Brown, P.E., Engineering Mgr., at (907) 451-2283 or email-
janet_brown@dot.state.ak.us. To correspond by text telephone (TDD), call (907) 451-2363.
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For further information, please contact Janet Brown, P.E., Engineering Mgr., at (907) 451-2283 or email:
janet_brown@dot.state.ak.us. To correspond by text telephone (TDD), call (907) 451-2363.
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For further information, please contact Janet Brown, P.E., Engineering Mgr., at (907) 451-2283 or email:
janet_brown@dot.state.ak.us. To correspond by text telephone (TDD), call (907) 451-2363.
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For further information, please contact Janet Brown, P.E., Engineering Mgr., at (907) 451-2283 or email:
janet_brown@dot.state.ak.us. To correspond by text telephone (TDD), call (907) 451-2363.
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For further information, please contact Janet Brown, P.E., Engineering Mgr., at (907) 451-2283 or email:
janet_brown@dot.state.ak.us. To correspond by text telephone (TDD), call (907) 451-2363.
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For further information, please contact Janet Brown, P.E., Engineering Mgr., at (907) 451-2283 or email: -
janet_brown@dot.state.ak.us. To correspond by text telephone (TDD), call (907) 451-2363.
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For further information, please contact Janet Brown, P.E., Engineering Mgr., at (907) 451-2283 or email:
janet_brown@dot.state.ak.us. To correspond by text telephone (TDD), call (907) 451-2363.




Public Hearing (Open House)
Richardson Highway North Pole Interchange
Project ACNH-0A2-4(26)/62184

We welcome any written input and ideas from the public. Thank you for taking
the time to be involved.
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janet_brown@dot.state.ak.us. To correspond by text telephone (TDD), call (907) 451-2363.
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We welcome any written input and ideas from the public. Thank you for taking
the time to be involved.
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Public Hearing (Open House)
Richardson Highway North Pole Interchange
Project ACNH-0A2-4(26)/62184

We welcome any written input and ideas from the public. Thank you for taking
the time to be involved.

NAME: /\/c v~ /{OEV‘V\ Cor — MG hOCCr ﬁadt 93;\/;\‘. Arafg,,—gL
i V4 o/ 7 v

MAILING ADDRESS: /90 Ao, TE/3> abvle Ml Al §55 4.

EMAIL ADDRESS: Lewges Jb rsd @ drsaunie ned, cda

COMMENTS:

7 he /‘b/cn. aL tﬁp"; UPO‘-m'L /00,‘& Jddcp
[ fuy & < \vk—,.OLcoL -Lb 4 b 4,5[:/’ dr\L/o.f

V/Orjncpll\es O en r4cctde  Rogd

D&\dféh oad vz)ra}‘/:e)—f; c:—;mgegéh cléq;t;
/OL\[ f!\;_ﬁ W ~ 000 I\.Ql deae &1\‘} J_A_;,_g_p[\d,_\
Lﬂ eolins L. la ¥e ac¢ .CA:.,A- G g AL&‘

/4 - 7>
S DA h/A le L\.;;h\; Lrig 0 dea

P

7 L‘p\\ (\t ~f cOrry ‘(\i}v- E A /K ”Q_Q(JLA/
7“lo [rie o A Le ’7/24 ede, Tlhles,
. -~ J 4
;J,-i,,) Ad dos R Y G ¥ a¢ tagy,
Losdy aad
0

For further information, please contact Janet Brown, P.E., Engineering Mgr., at (907) 451-2283 or email:
janet_brown@dot.state.ak.us. To correspond by text telephone (TDD), call (907) 451-2363.
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Richardson Highway North Pole Interchange
Project ACNH-0A2-4(26)/62184

We welcome any written input and ideas from the public. Thank you for taking
the time to be involved.
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We welcome any written input and ideas from the public. Thank you for taking
" the time to be ;/nvolved
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janet_brown@dot.state.ak.us. To correspond by text telephorie (TDD), call (907) 451-2363.
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We welcome any written input and ideas from the public. Thank you for taking
the time to be involved.
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We welcome any written input and ideas from the public. Thank you for taking
the time to be involved.
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For further information, please contact Janet Brown, P.E., Engineering Mgr., at (907) 451-2283 or email:
janet_brown@dot.state.ak.us. To correspond by text telephone (TDD), call (907) 451-2363.
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We welcome any written input and ideas from the public. Thank you for taking
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For further information, please contact Janet Brown, P.E., Engineering Mgr., at (907) 451-2283 or email:
janet_brown@dot.state.ak.us. To correspond by text telephone (TDD), call (907) 451-2363. '




Public Hearing (Open House)
Richardson Highway North Pole Interchange
Project ACNH-0A2-4(26)/62184

We welcome any written input and ideas from the public. Thank you for taking
the time to be involved.
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For further information, please contact Janet Brown, P.E., Engineering Mgr., at (907) 451-2283 or email:
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[Fwd: North Pole Interchange]

Subject: [Fwd: North Pole Interchange]

From: Janet Brown <janet_brown@dot.state.ak.us>

Date: Thu, 05 Aug 2004 14:27:04 -0800

To: Bruce W Campbell <bruce_campbell@dot.state.ak.us>

Janet Brown wrote:
Father Tozzi,
Thanks for commenting on this project again.

The survey information is being refined so we can accurately
answer

your question. With preliminary information, it looks like the
church

property would not be affected if the Saint Nicholas Drive
shoulder

was widened. That is subject to change.

The website should work for you now. We do have hard copies of the
EA ,
available too.

Janet

FBKRT@netscape.net wrote:

Dear Ms. Brown,
The website for the project makes reference to two files

that

are available to download the Draft Environmental Assessment.
Please

note that neither the (complete version, all maps, very large
file,

16mb) nor the condensed version (text version, no maps, smaller
file, 900kb) are currently available as of 6:20 PM on July 1,

2004.

Since the report doesn't sem to highlight one of the
concerns
of Saint Nicholas Church, please allow me to reiterate the
objection
to pedestrian walkways in front of the Church. (The plan states
that
as funding allows, there may be a modification to the plan for
llan

eight-foot wide path on the roadway shoulders of the frontage

8/5/2004 3:31
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[Fwd: North Pole Interchange]

The website should work for you now. We do have hard copies of the EA available
too.

Janet

FBKRT@netscape.net wrote:

Dear Ms. Brown,
The website for the project makes reference to two files that are available to

download the Draft Environmental Assessment. Please note that neither the
~ (complete version, all maps, very large file, 16mb) nor the condensed version
(text version, no maps, smaller file, 900kb) are currently available as of 6:20 PM

on July 1, 2004.

Since the report doesn't sem to highlight one of the concerns of Saint
Nicholas Church, please allow me to reiterate the objection to pedestrian
walkways in front of the Church. (The plan states that as funding allows, there
may be a modification to the plan for "an eight-foot wide path on the roadway
shoulders of the frontage roads for pedestrians and bicycles. This would be
constructed on the south side of Saint Nicholas Drive between Santa Claus Lane
and Dawson Road and on the north side of Mistletoe Drive between Dawson
Road and Laurance Road." ) Our objection to the loss of property remains firm.

Sincerely,

Fr Ross Tozzi

Pastor

Saint Nicholas Church
707 Saint Nichoals Drive
North Pole, AK 99705
907-488-2595

Switch to the New Netscape Internet Service.
As low as $9.95 a month -- Sign up today at http://isp.netscape.com/register

Netscape. Just the Net You Need.

3of4 8/5/2004 3:31 F




[Fwd: North Pole Interchange]

New! Netscape Toolbar for Internet Explorer
Search from anywhere on the Web and block those annoying pop-ups.
Download now at http://channels.netscape.com/ns/search/install.jsp
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[Fwd: Richardson Highway North Pole Interchange Project]

Subject: [Fwd: Richardson Highway North Pole Interchange Project]
From: Janet Brown <janet_brown@dot.state.ak.us>

Date: Mon, 19 Jul 2004 09:21:30 -0800

To: Bruce W Campbell <bruce_campbell@dot.state.ak.us>

—

Subject: Re: Richardson Highway North Pole Interchange Project
From: Janet Brown <Janet_brown@dot.state.ak.us>

Date: Mon, 19 Jul 2004 09:20:34 -0800

To: Ralph & Micky <ralph.swarthout@acsalaska.net>

Ralph,
Thanks for the comment.

Janet

Ralph & Micky wrote:

Hi Janet - Thank you for the opportunity to review the current status of the
subject at your recent public hearing in North Pole. The presentation materials
were well done and the staff at the meeting were very knowledgeable and
helpful. | concur with the build alternative as presented. | was very glad that the

_ build alternative ended up at Dawson Road and that an extension of Dawson
Road to Laurance was included. Hopefully sufficient funding can be obtained to
provide the widened frontage road shoulders, separated bicycle path on the
Dawson extension and the highway overpass at Fifth Avenue and Mission road
with this project. These are very important improvements for the safety and
convenience of the public and if possible they should be constructed at the
same time the Dawson Interchange is built. In my opinion a full blown
interchange at Laurance Road should be constructed in the future to replace the
right in - right out that will be constructed with this project. Thanks again - Ralph

Swarthout

7/19/2004 4:07 I
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i Re: Richardson Highway North Pole Interchange

Subject: Re: Richardson Highway North Pole Interchange

From: Janet Brown <janet_brown@dot.state.ak.us>

Date: Mon, 19 Jul 2004 09:45:35 -0800

To: Mayor <mayor@northpolealaska.com>

CC: David T Bloom <dave_bloom@dot.state.ak.us>, Bruce W Campbell
<bruce_campbell@dot.state.ak.us>

Dear Mayor Jacobson,

Thank you for commenting. As you know, we are looking at what can be done
with the culverts on the slough. And if the project moves ahead, as we expect it to,
we will also be looking to see if pedestrian facilities can be funded.

When will this project be on the North Pole City Council's agenda?

Janet

Mayor wrote:

Dear Janet,
Thank you for all the work that you and your staff have put into this project.|

appreciate the tremendous public outreach that you have made to the North
Pole community.| totally support the grade separated interchange at Dawson
Road, extending Dawson Road to Laurance Rd. and Extending Mistletoe Drive
from Donner Drive to Dawson Road. These road improvements will greatly
improve traffic safety and traffic flow now and in the future.

| am concerned though that the project only plans to improve safety for
pedestrians and non-motorized vehicles if funding allows.The proposed location
of the interchange will divert larger volumes of traffic on Mistletoe from Dawson
to Laurance. Without a safe path for pedestrians and non-motorized vehicles,
the public is still at great risk. The same can be said for having a path on Saint
Nicholas Drive.This project must include these paths even if the eight foot wide
path is scaled down to six feet.

Additionally, the community of North Pole has been working with EPA,

USF&W, ADF&G, U.S.Corps.of Engineers, U.S. Geological Survey, Fairbanks
Soil & Water Conservation District, U.S. Senator Stevens and the Alaska
Legislature to restore and enhance the water quality in Beaver Springs Slough
and Chena Slough.Hundreds of thousands of dollars have been spent to date to
improve the water flow capabilities and fish passage by replacing undersized
culverts with bridges, larger culverts or adding additional larger culverts.During

7/19/2004 4:09 I
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Re: Richardson Highway North Pole Interchange

the construction of this project a critical opportunity exists to restore the natural
water flow capacity of Chena Slough at Dawson Road by installing a additional
10-14 foot culvert adjacent to the existing 9 foot culvert. The community plan
once the natural flow capacity has been restored is to take additional measures
to increase that flow.

| urge you to consider and install a second larger culvert at Dawson Road .
Looking to the long range transportation needs, your report should reference the
need in the future to extend Dawson Road to Plack Road and to extend Conifer
Street to Lyle Street. Both of these connections will enhance the collector road
systems so the surrounding neighborhoods can take advantage of the new
interchange.

Jeff Jacobson, Mayor

City of North Pole

125 Snowman Lane

North Pole, Alaska99705

" Where the Spirit of Christmas Lives Year Round!"
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Re: NP Interchange Comments

Subject: Re: NP Interchange Comments
From: Janet Brown <janet_brown@dot.state.ak.us>
Date: Mon, 26 Jul 2004 15:11:17 -0800

To: Buzz Otis <BOtis@grtnw.com>
CC: Bruce W Campbell <bruce_campbell@dot.state.ak.us>

Mr. Otis,
Thanks for commenting.

Sincerely,
Janet Brown, P.E.
Engineering Manager

Buzz Otis wrote:

The 5th Ave. right turn is ok if you take into
consideration the need in the future for an overpass.
Also it is imperative that signage be placed far
enough back towards Moose Creek and then a little
closer to the Dawson Exit that directs people to the
businesses along St. Nicholas. For example: Take
the Dawson exit to St. Nicholas drive for these
businesses, Dental Clinic, forbes laundry, forbes
storage llc, santa claus house, etc.

We will need sidewalks for pedestrian and bike
traffic in and around the access roads. Please
include landscaping in the project. We have to many
ugly roads and intersections in the community. We

7/26/2004 3:48
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Re: NP Interchange Comments

need trees, shrubs, flowers etc. Thanks for your
favorable consideration of our concerns.

Buzz Otis, Manager
Forbes Storage LLC

7/26/2004 3:48 1
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State of Alaska
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities

Attention: Ms. Janet Brown, Engineer Manager
2301 Peger Road
Fairbanks, AK 99709

July 20, 2004

RE: Project #ACNH-OA2-4(26)/62184
Richardson Highway North Pole Interchange

I have reviewed the proposed highway project, which includes the
extension of Buzby Road north to the Richardson Highway. I refer to this
as Buzby Road instead of Dawson Road because the name change was
completed and approved by the Fairbanks North Star Borough and the
City of North Pole in 2002. I checked with the Borough Planning
Department when Engineer Manager Janet Brown made reference to my
part of the road as being the only section with the Buzby Road
designation. I found that the final paperwork had never been
completed. This is an error that the Planning Department is currently
rectifying, so I would appreciate it if the Department of Transportation
would make the appropriate changes in its records.

I must start by saying that I am as concerned as any other
borough resident about the dangers of traveling on the Richardson
Highway. As the mother of three teenagers, two of whom are already
driving, I want safe roads. However, I do take issue with the proposed
interchange at Dawson/Buzby Roads and the Richardson Highway. My
home and the lives of my family will be greatly impacted by this
interchange, and I am extremely distressed by your proposal.

When I spoke with Ms. Janet Brown in her office the first week in
July, she indicated that DOT had not considered placing the proposed
interchange at Laurance Road and the Richardson Highway. The reason
being that residents would have to go too far out of their way to access

the highway. Looking at egress from the Mitchell and Johansson




Expressways and especially the Steese Highway, I measure long
distances in between intersections. The distance between the Badger
Road interchange and Laurance Road is two miles. Exits on the Steese
Highway exceed this. Access to the New Seward Highway in Anchorage
is also confined to widely spaced interchanges. I pose that moving the
proposed interchange to Laurance Road/Richardson Highway will not be
a hardship for local drivers.

I also believe it makes more sense to keep the existing traffic
patterns as Laurance Road is already an established, heavily traveled
route. In looking at the amount of open space around the current
intersection, it does not appear to impact anyone’s living space, although
it may impact the parking for Benson Tax Service and part of the gravel
pit at Harvey Mechanical. Right-in, right-out turns at Laurance and other
- intersections is complicated and unsuitable. It would be a confusing to
let some traffic use existing traffic patterns, but make others drive an
extra distance.

Your proposal will create hardships for the businesses located on
Laurance, Dyke, and Newby Roads. Customers living on the north side
of the highway, or coming from Eielson AFB and Salcha will no longer
have easy access to them. Business owners with heavy equipment would
have to commit extra time to planning a route in and out of the area.

Have you considered how the school bus routes may have to be
changed? The school district has already decreased the number of bus
routes due to fiscal restraints. This may further increase hardship on
the district. |

An interchange at Dawson/Buzby would not change the oil tanker
traffic from the refineries. Those going to Fairbanks will continue to use
the Old Richardson Highway at 12 Mile Village. Those going south will
continue to use Laurance Road. What purpose would be served by

creating an interchange at Dawson /Buzby?




One section of the proposal disregards the use of traffic lights on
the highway as being ineffective and unsafe due to ice fog. I have lived
on Robyn Drive and Buzby Road for the past five years and have visited
here for the better part of thirty years. I know of no occasion of heavy ice
fog in any section of the Richardson Highway, except that portion
adjacent to Fort Wainwright. The long time residents I have asked
cannot remember heavy ice fog this far from town either. I think you are
being overly cautious in claiming that idling traffic will cause problems.

This is a time of fiscal crisis in our state. Your proposal’s cost is
not stated in the booklet I read, but the cost of the rejected alternatives
was $18 to $22 million. I believe you should further consider the
financial cost of this project. I can’t believe installing traffic lights at
Fifth /Mission, Dawson, Laurance, and even the Old Rich at 12 Mile will
be as expensive as the outlined construction.

Installing traffic lights would also have the benefit of causing
through traffic to slow down, increasing everyone’s safety. I travel
between North Pole and Fairbanks at least once a day, year round. I
make it a point of traveling at the posted speed limit, and am routinely
passed by every other vehicle going my way. Over the last 4 days I have
counted the number of cars I myself have overtaken on nine roundtrips:
a total of 7 vehicles. Almost 100% of the vehicles on the highway travel
at greater than 55 mph. Perhaps a greater presence of Alaska State
Troopers and North Pole Police on the highway would also add to the
safety factor. DOT might consider proposing this to the Department of
Public Safety.

As big an issue as safety for me is what will happen to my family
as a result of your proposal. Widening Buzby Road and creating an
interchange there will greatly diminish the quality of my family’s life.
From what I can determine from your proposal booklet, you are planning
on acquiring 14% of my property. That is quite a chunk. You are

planning on removing the privacy hedge of trees and shrubs that borders




Buzby Road. You are planning on increasing the traffic on Buzby Road
from a possible 12 vehicles a day to over 2000 (Proposal Booklet, Figure
6. No time frame is given for your numbers, but I assume this is 2000 a
day). You are proposing to increase the noise level and reduce the air
quality in an area immediately adjacent to my house. Would you stand
for such a radical change of your home?

I built my home in this location because it is part of my
grandparents’ homestead. Connection with the land is part of my
identity. My own family lived for many years on the Koyukuk River, and
we treasure the tall trees and secluded feeling we have on Buzby Road, in
spite of the fact it is not isolated. There is a sense of peace here. We can
sit in the front yard and hear natural sounds. If you build an
interchange at the other end of Buzby Road, we will lose all of this.

There is a huge white spruce tree at the edge of our driveway. We
built the driveway in such a Way as to save the tree. It is probably older
than the United States of America. If the road is widened, that tree will
be cut down. We would no longer be able to let our cats in the yard. We
would have to worry about them being run over. We already keep our
dog confined because we are afraid he will be hit on Laurance Road.

This summer there have been flickers and woodpeckers in our trees and
a beaver and ducks in our slough. Widening Buzby Road will remove
enough habitat that they will go elsewhere. In fact, if you claim 50 feet of
my property along Buzby Road, you will be building in the slough where
Buzby meets Laurance. Is the plan to fill it in?

I also have great concern for my family’s safety. Last year my
daughters walked 600 feet on a little used road to the bus. How safe will
it be if Buzby is a main thoroughfare? I am also afraid that a greater
number of vehicles passed our house will increase the chance of theft.
This summer there has been a rash of burglaries close to us. I don’t
want more people aware that we are the only house on Buzby Road.

Increasing traffic in front of our house will bring an increase of trash. I




spent 6 hours this spring cleaning the trash on Laurance Road from
Buzby Road to the highway. Iknow how much trash blows out of the
back of pickup trucks on their way to the dump.

How will we get in and out of our driveway with heavy construction
equipment moving up and down the road? It will take several years to
construct such a project. We would be inconvenienced for all that time.
Page 25 of your proposal states that right-of-way can be required without
relocating any homes or businesses, but it doesn’t mention the reduction
of the quality of our lives. Neither does it mention the reduction in
property value that we would experience if you reduce the size of our
property and the desirability of the neighborhood. I used a major part of
my retirement savings to build the only place I plan to live for the rest of
my life. Would you take that from me?

I urge you to reconsider this building alternative. I believe safety
concerns can still be met by building an interchange at Laurance Road
and the Richardson Highway, and/or by installing traffic lights at the
major intersections on the highway through the North Pole area. I think
this is financially responsible, and does not impact the lives of other
residents the way your proposal will impact my family. Ifeel as if we will
bear the brunt of the impact for the surrounding area, since we are the
only residents of Buzby Road and more directly affected than most others
in this area. Put yourselves in our place. Think not only of the safety of

the area, but the homes and lives affected.

Sincerely,

o lln O W
Michele Bife¥t
2935 Buzby Road
North Pole. AK 99705-6771
488-4894

bifelt@gci.net




Janet L. Brown
Engineer Manager

My name is Yvonne Bifelt. I am a 19 year-old student attending the University of
Alaska, Fairbanks. I am the daughter of a widowed teacher who has built a house two
years ago on Buzby Road. This house was planned in as a way to separate ourselves from
the load traffic and people that live on Laurance Road.

This “getaway house” is now supposedly will be intruded on by the loud
construction of an accéss road being built next to it. After all the time and money my
mother has put into this house it is not fair for it all to be thrown away.

Besides the hazards of noise pollution and poor air quality from the construction
that will happen next to our home, what about our safety when leaving our house? We
would not be able to walk freely around and will now have to be really careful when
driving our cars in the area. Our privacy boundary of trees will be cut down, along with
my long-awaited hammock that is hidden amongst them. Our cats will not be able to
prowl the area that they so frequently do now. I am sure an alternative solution can work
and cost much less than $27 000 000.

I am planning to move around the time this project will take place and will not be
directly affected by it, but my mother and younger sisters will. My mother has had a hard
life with my father dying, us moving, and trying to pay all the bills; she does not need yet
another problem bearing her down. Would you want your mother to go through the stress

and tears that I have to see everyday from my mother over a road that can be built

somewhere else or not even at all?




You may see this as a cheaper solution to hazardous conditions on the highway,
but it affects our home. Put yourself in our shoes and try to imagine our new home being
spoiled by the exhaust, trash and traffic that will bog down our house when this road is
built. |

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Sincerely,

Yvonne Bifelt




Ms. Janet Brown, Engineer Manager
DOT

2301 Peger Road

Fairbanks, AK 99709

Richardson Highway North Pole Interchange
Project#ACNH-OA2-4(26)62184

July 25, 2004

Dear Janet Brown,

My name is Lenore Bifelt. I live on Buzby Road, which is the street proposed to
lead to the new highway interchange. To my family and me, this is a big change. There
are many changes that will severely affect us if you build this interchange.

First of all, I have a cat that I let out every day during the summer, and if Buzby
becomes a main road, I won’t be able let her out because of the heavy traffic and the fear
of her being run over. A few years ago, my beloved dog, Angel, passed away and we
buried her in our yard. If you take 50 feet of our yard, you will take all of our trees and
garden and even the place where we buried our dog. Cutting down our lovely trees
means taking away our privacy and beautiful scenery.

Then there is the trash people will throw and the exbaust from hundreds of semi
trucks, not to mention the noise. It’s bad enough to hear the noisy cars going down
Laurence Road and the highway; it will be so much worse with the lots of traffic on
Buzby.

In a few weeks I will be starting my junior year in high school. Every year, I
walk 600 feet to catch the bus to school. It would be a more hazardous walk with all the
dangerous drivers we would have rushing down our road.

Please reconsider building the interchange at Buzby Road. Make Laurance Road

the interchange. People already travel that way. It won’t upset anyone’s lives to keep

Laurance the main road.
St AL S W
Lenore Bifelt

2935 Buzby Road, North Pole, AK 99705




State of Alaska

Department of Transportation and Public Facilities
2301 Peger Road

Fairbanks, AK 99709

July 23, 2004

Re: Project #ACNH-0A2-4(26)/62184
(Richardson Highway North Pole Interchange

Attention: Ms. Janet Brown, Engineer Manager

Thank you for coming out to Buzby Road to explain to three local property owners the ri ght-of-
ways, property impact and other aspects of the proposed extension of Dawson/Buzby Roads.
Your time and attention to those who would be impacted is truly appreciated.

Concerning the “social impact,” I would like to tell you a little more background concerning the
Bifelt property which will be most severely impacted by the proposal we have been discussing.
That house is my cousin, Michele Biflelt’s, “dream house,” designed by herself and an architect.
When she researched the location of her building site no one informed her of the proposal you
say has been “talked about for years.” It’s a wonder the Borough doesn’t make it a policy to
warn people who apply for building permits that 14% of their property is likely to be taken up by
a road in the near future. I’m sure if she had been informed of this likelihood she would have
constructed her home on a different piece of property. The setting she chose was desirable
because of the relative seclusion, privacy, and quiet—all to be compromised (nearly obliterated)
by the encroachment of ditches, easements, bike-paths, and the extension road with 2000 cars per
day to pass through. I hope Ms. Biflet will have the satisfaction of receiving a generous
compensation for this drastic change in the natural environment and aesthetic quality of her
home.

I would also like to reiterate Ms. Bifelt’s suggestion that the route be kept as close to current
traffic patterns as possible. Iimagine you’ve considered building an access road running parallel
to the Richardson from the Nicholas Drive outlet, continuing along the edge of the Harvey gravel
pit, and going in front of or behind the several businesses near the current intersection of

Laurance and the Richardson Highway. Granting that there would be enough room for the
infrastructures, such a location would seemingly benefit the businesses in the intersection

vicinity and would not impact naturally occurring wetlands, nor be as long a detour from current
patterns of traffic.

I do appreciate your listening to property owners’ concerns, and thank you again for your and
your colleague Russ’ personal attention and consideration of Ms. Bifelt’s predicament.

Sincerely yours,

Devir L (S p i

Beverly R. Colapietro

3286 Laurance Road; North Pole, AK 99705




Janet Brown, Engineer Manager
2301 Peger Road
Fairbanks, AK 99709

July 24, 2004

RE: Project #ACNH-0A2-4(26)/62184 _
Richardson Highway North Pole Interchange

Dear Janet Brown,

Hello, my name is Rachel Bifelt. I am the youngest child and I live ina wonderful home
with my mother and two other sisters. You wouldn’t believe how hard we are working to keep a
steady life style. We just put in a lawn and it is doing very well. It would be what we alwéys
wanted, a Dream House.

When I heard the proposal for the first time, I was as shocked as my family. But worse, I
couldn’t take how overwhelmed my mother was. I had to do something so here I am writing a
letter to you. This is so you could see how badly this will “affect” our lives and the way we live.
School is about to start soon and my sister and I will have to walk 600 feet down our road to
catch the bus. With 2000 cars rushing down our road just think of the risks. I am concerned I
could never let my cat out without worrying about her getting run over. Now the proposal packet
says the State is going to take 14% of our land. That’s a lot of land! My sister will have to take
down her hammock and we will have to rebury my dog, Angel. That will have to take a lot of
will power.

I might be guessing, but this proposal should cost millions, should it not? There has to be
a better way, a less expensive way for making the highway safer. I think I speak for the Bifelts
and the rest of my family who think, pardon my rudeness, that this is a ridiculous proposal. You
should take thought that if it is accepted we will have to suffer for such nonsense.

This letter might not change your mind, but it is better for me to express myself. Excuse
me if you take any offense, but it is only the truth. Thank you for your time and it will mean the

world to us if you reconsider. God bless.

Sincerely,
Kactes B%
Rachel Bifelt






